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SPORTS
IN A MINUTE

Sean Wholley

TIP OF THE CAP
Juan Medina was 

outstanding in Law-
rence’s 7-0 Division 
1 North quarterfinal 
win over Lexington 
on Monday, as the 
third-seeded Min-
utemen put runners 
in scoring position 
five times and the 

Lancers senior didn’t allow a single one to 
cross the plate. Three of the five instances 
included runners on second with one out, 
yet no Lexington runners even reached 
third base.

Medina tossed a complete game, allow-
ing just two hits, getting some key pun-
chouts in some instances, and relying on 
big defensive contributions in others, help-
ing Lawrence to the sectional semifinals.

TEAM PLAYER
There are plenty 

of plaudits to go 
around for the Salem 
boys volleyball team, 
which just defeated 
Windham to win the 
11th state champi-
onship in program 
history, and the Blue 
Devils’ first since 
2014.

One player that has been a mainstay all 
season is Roman Fabrizio, who managed 
to lead his team in assists in each of the 
21 games the Blue Devils played. While the 
leaders in kills, blocks and digs varied from 
time to time, it was always Fabrizio setting 
up his teammates.

The senior setter finished with 632 
assists on the year, averaging more than 
30 per game, making his presence felt as 
Salem (19-2) won the title.

STRANGE TREND
As if it isn’t already impressive that 

Pinkerton and Bishop Guertin battled for 
both the boys and girls Division 1 lacrosse 
state championships (for the boys, it was 
the seventh year in a row), another pattern 
has appeared at the biggest stage of New 
Hampshire lacrosse. Since Bishop Guertin 
went to Division 1, the Cardinals have won 
three state girls titles, coming in 2015, 2018 
and this season.

Each time they’ve been crowned, the 
Bishop Guertin boys team has lost the title 
game, and Pinkerton has been the primary 
beneficiary of that trend, as the Astros 
have topped the Cardinals in the champi-
onship in each of those seasons. This year, 
Pinkerton came from behind for a thrilling 
14-12 win over the Cardinals just two days 
after the girls title game, keeping this odd 
run going.

A BIT LOPSIDED
The United States Women’s National 

Soccer Team made waves with a 13-0 vic-
tory over Thailand on Tuesday, the largest 
victory in FIFA Women’s World Cup history. 
Alex Morgan scored five goals to perch 
herself well atop the golden boot race, 
as well. While it was the largest winning 
margin the World Cup has ever seen on 
the men’s or women’s side, it’s not entirely 
unprecedented. Just four years ago, the 
German women’s team upended the Ivory 
Coast, 10-0, and Germany beat Argentina, 
11-0, in 2007. The largest win in the men’s 
World Cup was in 1982, when Hungary 
topped El Salvador, 10-1.

The Americans have drawn quite a bit 
of criticism, both for the final scoreline 
and some of the celebrations, particularly 
late in the game, but despite all the outside 
noise, their title defense is off to a flying 
start.

STILL NO PROGRESS
The Red Sox bullpen has been so bad for 

so much of this season, and things haven’t 
gotten much better. Per Jared Carrabis on 
Twitter (as of Wednesday morning), the 
13 Sox relievers aside from Matt Barnes, 
Brandon Workman, Marcus Walden and 
Heath Hembree have a 5.56 ERA and a 1.53 
WHIP over 136 innings this season.

For more photos from the Andover-Lawrence Div. 1 North 
baseball game, visit us online.
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LOWELL -- Everything was in 
place for Lawrence High to get an 
eventual berth into the Div. 1 North 
finals on Saturday.

The Lancers 
had momentum 
after consecutive 

dominating wins over Central Catho-
lic and Lexington and they had their 
ace, Miguel Matos, who allowed six 
runs the entire season.

But then there was Arvin Nunez, 
and his 80 mile an hour fastball for 
Andover High.

A junior varsity pitcher a year 
ago, Nunez went pitch-for-pitch with 
Matos for the distance, including one 
extra inning, and the Golden War-
riors stunned the Lancers, 3-1, and 
will be in the sectional title game Sat-
urday back at Alumni Field at 6 p.m.

“I tried to throw strikes,” said 
Nunez, a Dominican who grew up 
in Andover and is headed to UMass 
Lowell in the fall to study chemical 
engineering.

“It was fun,” he added. “This is 
what you play for, for games like 
this.”

Even when the score was score-
less through four innings, it felt like 

Lawrence was chasing Andover. 
Lawrence didn’t get its first hit until 
the 5th inning, just after Andover 
went ahead 1-0 on JoshGruenberg’s 
RBI single to left field.

The Lancers finally tied it in the 
bottom of the sixth on a booming, 
high, 370-foot sacrifice fly to left 

center by Christian Verona, scoring 
Kebler Peralta.

The teams went quietly in the sev-
enth inning before the floodgates 
opened for Andover in the first extra 
frame. It all started with one out on 
a grinding, 10-pitch walk by Matthew 

` `Division 1 North Semifinal

Nunez comes up with stunner
By Bill Burt

bburt@eagletribune.com

BROCKTON — At this 
point, North Andover 
baseball coach Todd Dulin 

is used 
to just 
sitting 
back and 

watching Sebastian Keane 
do his thing. 

But Wednesday night 
was something special.

With a trip to the Super 
8 final on the line, Keane 
perhaps delivered his 
best performance of an 
already dominant spring. 
The Mass. Gatorade Player 
of the Year tossed eight 
scoreless innings, allowed 
just two hits and struck 

` `Super 8

Keane 
strikes out 
15, sends 
Knights  
to finals

By Kyle Gaudette

kgaudette@eagletribune.com

BOS-
TON — It 
was a cel-
ebration 
17,928 
days 
in the 
making.

But like a swarm of 
black flies invading an 
outdoor bridal shower, 
the pesky St. Louis Blues 
came into town and 
spoiled the party. 

The Boston Bruins saw 
their dreams of a Stanley 
Cup celebration on home 
ice go by the wayside 
Wednesday night, falling 
in Game 7 to the oppor-
tunistic Blues, 4-1, before 
a hugely disappointed 

throng of fans at TD 
Garden.

An underdog in both 
the series and Game 7 
itself, St. Louis scored 
twice on just four shots 
in the first period the lat-
ter of those coming with 
just 7.9 seconds to go 
until the first intermis-
sion — to stun both the 
Bruins and the capacity 
crowd. They essentially 
went into a defensive 
shell for the final 40 min-
utes, choking the offen-
sive life out of the Bruins 
any time they tried to 
score.

In many ways, the 
contest was the polar 
opposite of the last Game 
7 of the Stanley Cup Final 
played by the Bruins, 
when they went up to 

CASE OF THE BLUES
Bruins fall to St. Lous in Game 7 the Stanley Cup Final

Sean Whooley/Staff photo
Lawrence pitcher Juan Medina 
delivers to a Lexington batter 
in the Division 1 North baseball 
quarterfinals. Medina tossed 
a two-hit shutout to lead the 
Lancers into the semifinals.

Roman 
Fabrizio

Juan Medina

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Andover’s Arvin Nunez throws a pitch against Lawrence Wednesday. Nunez 
went the distance in a surprising complete-game victory in the Div. 1 North 
semifinals.
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N. Andover������� 6
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Associated Press
The puck bounces off the post behind Boston goaltender Tuukka Rask, left, and Zdeno Chara, right, during the second period in Game 7  in Boston.

Associated Press
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy watches the first period of Game 7 of the Stanley Cup 
Final on Wednesday.

Phil Stacey
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